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course of action. Willock, the appointed reformed
preacher of the capital, and Knox were asked to
state their opinion whether the assembly could
lawfully remove the regent from office. Willock
replied in the affirmative, and Knox agreed, with
some characteristic qualifications : in deposing
the regent, he said, the assembly must not allow
the rights of Mary Stuart and her husband to be
affected ; they must be sure in their own minds
that they did not act out of malice to the regent,
but were actuated by the desire to protect the true
religion ; and, lastly, they must not make it
impossible for Mary of Guise to be restored to
office if she showed herself worthy of restoration.
The assembly hesitated no longer. A proclama-
tion was issued declaring that Mary of Guise had
been deposed from the regency, and that, until a
Parliament had decided the government of the
country, a council would be responsible for the
administration of Scotland.
Before that assembly, the Congregation had
again taken control of Edinburgh - Mary of Guise
had obtained in all not more than a thousand
fresh French troops, and had chosen to concentrate
them in Leith rather than in the capital. If Leith
fell, then Scotland would be in the hands of the
Reformers, and the latter, who had" about ten
thousand men, felt confident that they could
capture the port. Leith, however, had good
fortifications, while the Congregation were